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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Identify three contemporary social movements.

• Understand the relationship between social media and 
social movements.

• Understand how social media can help and/or hinder 
social movements.



COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS
⦁ Conversation

⦁ Take space, make space 

⦁ Speak from personal experience using “I” statements 

⦁ Keep an open mind



THIS IS AMERICA…



WHAT IS A SOCIAL MOVEMENT?
A group of diffusely organized people or organizations 
striving toward a common goal relating to human society or 
social change, or the organized activities of such a group.

Dictionary.com



DISCUSSION QUESTION #1
List a few social movements that you’ve heard of, write 
them on the white board and discuss with your table.



DISCUSSION QUESTION #2
• How did you hear about the social movements you discussed at 

your tables?





QUALITIES OF TRADITIONAL 
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
• Leadership: Usually coalesced around a central figure or figures.

• Goals: Seeking an end goal (i.e. ending segregation, passing the 
legislation – marriage equality.

• Communication: Relationships were built in person or by phone.



STAGES OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
• Emergence,
• Coalescence,
• Bureaucratization, and
• Decline.
Although the term decline may sound negative, it should not necessarily be 
understood in negative terms.  Scholars have identified  five ways they may decline. 
These are
• Success,
• Organizational failure,
• Co-optation,
• Repression, or
• Establishment within mainstream society (Macionis, 2001; Miller, 1999).



TEA PARTY MOVEMENT



OCCUPY WALL STREET



#BLACKLIVESMATTER



DISCUSSION QUESTION #3
Select one the three movements discussed. In what stage is 
the movement? 



#ME TOO



#ME TOO
• In 2006, Tarana Burke, a social activist and community organizer, 

began using the phrase "Me Too” on the Myspace social network 
as part of a grassroots campaign to promote "empowerment 
through empathy" among women of color who have experienced 
sexual abuse, particularly within underprivileged communities. 

• Burke said she was inspired to use the phrase after being unable to 
respond to a 13-year-old girl who confided to her that she had 
been sexually assaulted. Burke later wished she had simply told 
the girl, "me too.”



#ME TOO (CONTINUED)
• On October 15, 2017, actress Alyssa Milano encouraged spreading the 

hashtag #MeToo, to increase awareness about sexual abuse and harassment 
and how it is so far-reaching.  Milano tweeted: "If all the women who have 
been sexually harassed or assaulted wrote 'Me too.' as a status, we might give 
people a sense of the magnitude of the problem.” 

• Milano announced in an interview with Rolling Stone that she and 300 other 
women in the film industry are now supporting another movement called 
Time's Up, an initiative that aims to help fight sexual violence and harassment 
in the workplace through lobbying and providing funding for victims to get 
legal help if they cannot afford it. Her goal is to raise awareness to women 
around the world on the number of women who have been sexually harassed.



#ME TOO -GLOBAL



FINAL THOUGHTS
• Technology can build social movements quickly, but movements formed in this way often lack the 

capacity to maintain.

• There is no centralized leadership, so questions around, “what’s next” are hard to decide. Platforms like 
Facebook, Twitter were not designed for votes, meetings, or quick decision making – hurts collective 
decision making.

• Technology does not just impower movements, but also, the state.

• Other issues around algorithmic censorship/manipulation – to sell ads rather than support. Can 
promote fraud ex. Biggest Black Lives Matter facebook page is fake. 

• Information overload used to confuse, misguide, misinform the public. Social movements succeed by 
spreading message and convincing public why their side is right. A confused public may decide not to 
act.

• Scaling movements up for fast through social movement pushes them onto the scene quickly and now 
they are a target.



RESOURCES
• Turekci, Z. (2017). Twitter and Tear Gas: the Power and Fragility of Networked Protests.

• The Four Stages of Social Movements
https://www.ebscohost.com/uploads/imported/thisTopic-dbTopic-1248.pdf

• MeToo Movement Accelerating in Korea's Culture Industry – YouTube video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8NM1L2BW5s

• How The Internet Advanced The New Civil Rights Movement –YouTube video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVFpNx5AZ78


