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What Does Latinx Mean? 
• Latinx is the non-gendered alternative to Latino, Latina and even Latin@.

• It is part of a “linguistic revolution” that aims to move beyond gender 
binaries and is inclusive of the intersecting identities of Latin American 
descendants.

• Latinx is inclusive of people who identify as trans, queer, agender, non-
binary, gender non-conforming or gender fluid.

• Latinx is away to reclaim identity and disassociate from the language and 
legacy of European traditions that were imposed on the indigenous 
people of the Americas.



Why use “Latinx?”
• Languages change in order to accommodate the times in which it’s used

• Using Latinx in general is a way to be more inclusive of identities that go 
beyond the every day gender and racial norms that are rapidly shifting 
and being redefined in today’s culture.

• It’s not a perfect term, but for many people out there, it’s the beginning of 
a linguistic revolution. 



Where did the term originate?
• Latinx first began to emerge within queer communities on the internet in 

2004, and saw a rise in popularity in late 2014.

• By 2015, Google searches for the term began to increase and Latinx
became a widely-used identifier both on social media platforms like 
Tumblr and in scholarly work.

• Many scholars, journalist and activists praise the term’s ability to better 
include many groups of people while challenging cultural and norms.



Latinx Controversy
• Using an un-gendered noun like Latinx is disrespectful to the Spanish 

language and is seen as a blatant form of linguistic imperialism.

• Latinx is just as problematic as Latino and Latina, which are all blanket 
terms that were invented to group many people color and cultures all 
under one common colonized identity.

• Latinx doesn’t roll off the tongue when you’re speaking Spanish and is an 
English based adaptation of a culturally adopted identifier.



Latinx Controversy Response
• Latinx is not the perfect identifying term, so it shouldn’t be treated as the 

answer in the ongoing quest to develop a cohesive postcolonial identity.

• Every individual’s identity is complicated and nuanced and deserves to be 
acknowledged and respected.

• The Spanish language itself is a form of linguistic imperialism for Latin 
Americans.



How does the term Latinx resonate 
with you? 



Latinx
Los Angeles 

Heritage



Latinx Influence
• Latinx influence in Los Angeles began with the region’s earliest history of 

European settlement. 

• California’s transition from an indigenous to a colonized land was part of a larger 
process of European colonization across the globe from the 1500s to 1700s.

• From 1769 to 1821, California was a permanent colonial settlement of New 
Spain.

• In 1821, a newly independent Mexico took control of the region, making 
California a province of Mexico from 1821 to 1846.

• The Mexican American War (1846-1848) brought California under control of the 
United States.



1880s -1920s: Community Building
• 1850 Los Angeles was growing rapidly into an Americanized city with the 

formation of railway and communication networks, tourist and real estate 
booms, residential and business expansion, and economic change.

• 1880 A well defined barrio had emerged around the Plaza area referred to as 
Sonora Town by Anglo Americans located north of the Plaza in present-day 
Chinatown. 

• 1910 The Mexican Revolution propelled the development of the area, as 
thousands of Mexicans immigrated to Los Angeles in the wake of the 
conflict.



Sonora Town in 1892, the street in the middle of the photograph is North Broadway. 



The 1930s: Crisis and Progress
• 1930 An area within El Pueblo is renovated and reopens as Olvera Street.

• 1932 The U.S. government begins to deport Mexicans. Between 300,000 and 
500,000 Mexican Americans are forced out of the United States in the 
1930s.

• 1933 Latino unions in California lead the El Monte Strike, possibly the largest 
agricultural strike at that point in history, to protest the declining wage rate for 
strawberry pickers. 

• 1933 On October 12, the Los Angeles Dressmakers Strike begins and last for 
twenty-six days. The first day 3,011 mostly Latina workers picketed in front of 
dress factories in the Garment District of downtown.

• 1939 Los Angeles - based unionists form El Congreso (Congress of Spanish 
Speaking People) one of the most important civil rights groups during the 
period, along with the Los Angeles chapter of the League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC).



The 1940s: Economic Development
• 1941 The U.S. government forms the Fair Employment Practices Committee to 

handle cases of employment discrimination. Latino workers file more than 
one-third of all complaints from the Southwest.

• 1942 The Bracero Program begins, allowing Mexican citizens to work temporarily in 
the United States. U.S. growers support the program as a source or low-cost 
labor. The program welcomes millions of Mexican workers into the U.S. until it 
ends in 1964.

• 1943 Los Angeles erupts in the Zoot Suit Riots, the worst race riots in the city to 
date. 

• 1945 Mexican-American parents sue several California school districts, challenging 
the segregation of Latino students in separate schools. The California Supreme 
Court rules in the parents' favor in Mendez v. Westminster, arguing 
segregation violates children's constitutional rights. 

• 1947 The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit rules in Mendez v. 
Westminster that the segregation of Mexican and Mexican American students 
into separate "Mexican schools" is unconstitutional. 



The 1950s: Progress and Setbacks
• 1950s East Los Angeles opened two college campuses: East Los Angeles 

College and Los Angeles State College 

• 1953 During "Operation Wetback" from 1953 and 1958, the U.S. 
Immigration Service arrests and deports more than 3.8 million Latinx
Americans. Many U.S. citizens are deported unfairly, including political 
activist Luisa Moreno and other community leaders.

• 1959 The Battle for Chavez Ravine.The Mexican American neighborhood was 
first targeted for demolition to make way for public housing projects 
(which never materialized), and Dodger Stadium was built in the place 
of the promised housing community.





The 1960’s: Movement
• 1960 Daniel Villanueva signs with the Los Angeles Rams, becoming one of the earliest 

players of Mexican descent in the National Football League. 

• 1962 KMEX, the first Spanish-language television station in Los Angeles, is created by 
Spanish International Broadcasting.

• 1965 The Immigration and Nationality Act abolished the quota system based on national 
origins that had been American immigration policy since the 1920s. The 1965 Act 
marked a change from past U.S. policy which had discriminated against non-northern 
Europeans. 

• 1968 Latino high school students in Los Angeles stage citywide walkouts protesting 
unequal treatment by the school district. 

• 1968 The Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund opens its doors, becoming 
the first legal fund to pursue protection of the civil rights of Mexican Americans. 

• 1968 Congress passes the Bilingual Education Act, the first federal law that addresses the 
needs of students with limited English skills.



The 1970’s: Pushback
• 1970 The Chicano Moratorium took place after decades of discrimination, an 

increase in police brutality, and frustration over the Vietnam War. 

• 1970 The U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare issues a 
memorandum saying students cannot be denied access to educational 
programs because of an inability to speak English. 

• 1974 The Los Angeles County Museum of Art organizes an exhibition of Chicano 
art, the first major American museum to do so. 

• 1974 Congress passes the Equal Educational Opportunity Act to make bilingual 
education more widely available in public schools.

• 1976 Painting of the “Great Wall of Los Angeles” begins in the San Fernando 
Valley, the world’s longest mural at 2,500 feet. Los Angeles is the mural 
capital of the world, with over 1,500 wall paintings around the city.



The 1980s-1990s: Immigration
• 1986 On November 6, Congress approves the Immigration Reform and Control Act 

(IRCA), providing legalization for certain undocumented workers, including 
agricultural workers. 

• 1990 The California Delegation Against Hate Violence documents the increasing 
human rights abuses by INS agents and private citizens against migrants in the 
San Diego-Tijuana border area.

• 1992 The Los Angeles Police Department cracks down on Latino immigrants during 
the "Los Angeles rebellion," after the "not guilty" verdict in the Rodney King 
police brutality case.

• 1995 The fight over California's Proposition 187 brings the debate over immigration, 
particularly undocumented immigration, to the front pages of the national 
press. Voters approve the measure preventing undocumented immigrants from 
obtaining public services like education and health care.

• 1997 A U.S. District Court judge overturns California's Prop 187, ruling it 
unconstitutional.



Contemporary Latinx Legislation
• 2006 President George W. Bush reauthorized the Voting Rights Act, prohibiting racial 

discrimination in voting.

• 2006 Immigrants -- mostly Latinos -- and their allies launch massive 
demonstrations in cities and towns across the country in support of Immigrant 
rights and to protest the growing resentment toward undocumented workers.

• 2006 The U.S. Congress debates legislation that would criminalize undocumented 
immigrants. Immigrant rights organizations support alternative legislation 
offering a pathway to citizenship. 

• 2012 President Obama creates a new policy calling for deferred action for certain 
undocumented young people who came to the U.S. as children. Applications 
under the program which is called Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(“DACA”) began on August 15, 2012.

• 2017 The DACA policy was rescinded by the Trump administration on September 5, 
2017, but full implementation of the rescission was delayed six months to give 
Congress time to decide how to deal with the population that was previously 
eligible under the policy.



Latinx Barrio 
Suburbanism



Who decides what a place is called: 
barrio, suburb, neighborhood, ghetto, 
colonized territory? 

Where are its edges? How does a space 
become more than a location, but 
instead a place with meaning? And, to 
whom?



Latinx Suburbanization 
• Since the writings of 1920s social commentators, a range of urban historians, 

planners, creative writers, artists, and preservationists have created a wealth of 
scholarship and resources concerning Los Angeles and its suburbs as bustling 
sites of working class identity, as spaces of sociability, and as areas of relocation 
for urban Latinx communities.

• Los Angeles suburbs are places of triangular race relations and complex 
interactions between race, class, and gender have accompanied the social 
segmentation of the metropolitan region. Rather than a fixed set of 
characteristics, suburbia is networked, ever shifting, historically contingent, and 
defined by much more than political boundaries.







Los Angeles Barrios
• San Fernando

� San Fernando was one of a few cities in the valley to avoid annexation by Los Angeles in the early 20th century. 
� Changes in the town as it transitioned from a Spanish mission to Mexican ranch to American farmland to Los Angeles 

suburb. 

• Greater Eastside
� Highland Park and Lincoln Heights are drawn apart from Boyle Heights. In doing so, “East Los Angeles” is prematurely 

dissected by lines of class and race that are very much contested.

• The Gateways
� A collection of over 25 independent municipalities. This vast area, to the Southeast of Los Angeles and stretching out 

towards Orange County, has a rich and diverse history.

• San Gabriel Valley - The (626)
� At one time predominantly agricultural, the San Gabriel Valley is today almost entirely urbanized and is an integral part of 

the Greater Los Angeles metropolitan area with large multiracial middle-class suburbs.

• Santa Ana
� The Logan neighborhood of Santa Ana is among the oldest barrios in the region, with roots dating back to 1886. Santa 

Ana is now a majority Latinx city, with current estimates near 80 percent of the population.

• Inland Empire
� The Inland Empire was formerly the “Citrus Belt,” and is now referred to as the “agriburbs,” were the Latinx population 

has grown steadily, drawing from  networks and resources established by earlier migrant workers, particularly from China, 
Korea, Japan, and India.



What areas of LA have you explored?

What have you seen, experienced, or 
learned about the intersecting landscape of 
identities from visiting that area?



Latinx
Events in 

Los Angeles



Latinx Holiday Celebrations & 
Festivals in Los Angeles
• From the earliest days of historic Los Angeles to the 

modern age, Latinx American culture has played a 
significant role in shaping the City of Angels. 

• L.A.'s rich Latinx heritage is celebrated throughout the year 
with traditional Mexican holidays and festive events. 



Latinx
LGBTQ+ Art 

in Los Angeles



Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA
Radical Women: Latin American Art, 1960–1985 
• Hammer Museum 
• 10899 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 

The Words of Others: 
León Ferrari and Rhetoric in Times of War 
• REDCAT (Roy and Edna Disney/CalArts Theater) 
• 631 W. 2nd Street, Los Angeles, CA 

¡Murales Rebeldes! L.A. Chicana/o Murals under Siege 
• LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes
• 501 North Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 

LA RAZA 
• Autry Museum of the American West 
• 4700 West Heritage Way, Los Angeles, CA 

Photography in Argentina, 1850–2010: 
Contradiction & Continuity 
• The Getty Center 
• 1200 Getty Center Drive, Los Angeles, CA

My Barrio: Emigdio Vasquez and Chicana/o Identity 
• Chapman University 
• 1 University Drive, Orange, CA 

Talking to Action: Art, Pedagogy, and Activism in the Americas 
• Otis College of Art and Design, Ben Maltz Gallery
• 9045 Lincoln Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 

Below the Underground: Renegade Art & Action in 1990s 
Mexico 
• Armory Center for the Arts 
• 145 North Raymond Avenue, Pasadena, CA 

A Universal History of Infamy 
• LACMA (Los Angeles County Museum of Art) 
• 5905 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 

Axis Mundo: Queer Networks in Chicano L.A
• ONE Archives’ Gallery in West Hollywood
• 9007 Melrose Avenue, and MOCA Pacific Design Center 

(temporarily)





What is one thing you’ve learned or will be 
taking away with you about Latinx identity in 
Los Angeles?

Do you think you will be more aware of 
Latinx identity when exploring Los Angeles 
in the future? How so?
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