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Community Agreements
•Conversation
• Take space, Make space 
• Be open and honest
• Speak from personal experience using “I” statements 
•Practice empathy
•Please speak one at a time
•Challenge by choice 



What is TRAFFICKING?

Human Trafficking is the 
solicitation, transportation 

and EXPLOITATION of 
humans by means of 

deception and coercion 
and under the threat of 

VIOLENCE





Human Trafficking Myths

Myth 1: Human trafficking is another term for 
human smuggling.

Myth 2: Sex trafficking is the only form of human 
trafficking.

Myth 3: Human trafficking only occurs in illegal 
underground industries.

Myth 4: Human trafficking victims always come 
from situations of poverty or from small rural 
villages.



Types of Trafficking

• Sex Trafficking
• Forced Labor
• Domestic Servitude

All forms of modern-day slavery:
Bonded Labor, Forced Child Labor, Labor 
Trafficking, Involuntary Servitude, Child 
Sex Tourism, Commercial Sex Workers



Why Does Trafficking Matter?
“It ought to concern every person, because it is a debasement 

of our common humanity. It ought to concern every 
community, because it tears at our social fabric. It ought to 

concern every business, because it distorts markets. It ought to 
concern every nation, because it endangers public health and 

fuels violence and organized crime. I’m talking about the 
injustice, the outrage, of human trafficking, which must be 

called by its true name - - modern slavery.”
- President Barack Obama, September 25, 2012



Why does trafficking exist? Who 
benefits from trafficking? 

Why is it so difficult to regulate?







Forms of Sex Trafficking
• Prostitution
• Pornography
• Stripping
• Escort services
• “Massage”



The Venues

• Online (social networking, Backpage, Craigslist)
• Strip clubs
• Residential or commercial brothels
• On the street via pimp- or gang-based
• prostitution
• Fake massage or nail parlors
• Truck stops



Women & Children are at MOST Risk



50%...
The percentage of minors engaging in 

commercial sex for a place to stay

Covenant House
http://www.covenanthouse.org/sites/default/files/attachments/Covenant-House-

trafficking-study.pdf



12 to 14…
The average age at which girls first become victims of 

prostitution

11 to 13…
The average age at which boys and transgender youth first 

become victims of prostitution



TRAFFICKING IS PROFITABLE! 
$150 Billion + / YEAR

commercial sexual 
exploitation

66%

construction, 
manufacturing, 

mining, util
23%

agriculture
6%

domestic
5%





Chocolate & Child Labor





Victim Vulnerabilities

• Homelessness

• Economic vulnerability (poverty, lack of education, poor employment 
opportunities)

• Prior childhood abuse

• The lack of a caring, supportive adult

• LGBTQ+

• History of systems involvement (child welfare, juvenile justice)

• Disabilities

• Age (inexperience, need to belong, self-esteem issues)



The Impacts
• Physical injuries/health problems due to physical and sexual violence 

(broken bones, untreated wounds, STDs, reproductive health 
problems)
• Mental and emotional health problems due to psychological trauma 

(PTSD, depression, anxiety, suicidal ideation, despair and 
hopelessness)
• Changed relationships with self and others (profound sense of shame 

and guilt, inability to trust)
• Substance abuse forced on the victim by the trafficker or used by the 

victim as a coping mechanism for abuse
• Unhealthy bond with the perpetrator (a “trauma bond”)



Victim Needs
• Long-term support 
• Safety – perceived and actual
•Medical care
• Trauma-based therapy
•Consistency without conditions
• Education
•Healthy social interactions
•Highly individualized care



Responses to Trafficking
§ Palermo Protocol 2000

§ The Department of Justice (DOJ), HHS, and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), co-chairs of the Senior 

Policy Operating Group (SPOG) Victim Services Committee in partnership with PITF agencies, developed the 

Federal Strategic Action Plan on Services for Victims of Human Trafficking in the United States 2013-2017, which 

was released in January 2014.

§ DOJ, together with DHS, DOS, and HHS, hosted a one-day Survivor Forum and Listening Session for a diverse 

group of 19 human trafficking survivors to gain insight on appropriately engaging survivors in developing more 

effective programs and strategies.

§ HHS launched the SOAR to Health and Wellness Network at the annual meeting of CGI in September 2013, a pilot 

initiative designed to educate medical and health care providers on how to identify and serve victims of human 

trafficking, in coordination with DOJ, DHS, DOS, and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).

§ There were 29 Rescue & Restore Victims of Human Trafficking Coalitions across the country, including unfunded 

coalitions that support public awareness by distributing campaign materials through local outreach activities.

§ ACF ORR awarded a grant of $800,000 to Polaris Project, a DC-based anti-trafficking organization, to operate the 

National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC). 





International Response Challenges

• Varies Significantly!
Jail Time, Restitution, Identity 
Politics 

• Resources & Time Limitations

• Delays in Prosecution

• Complicity and Corruption



Strong Anti-Trafficking Laws Include:

• The criminalization of all forms of trafficking in persons.
• A clear definition of human trafficking that describes the acts, means, 

and ends, as distinct from related crimes—such as migrant smuggling, 
prostitution, kidnapping, organ trafficking, or illegal adoption.
• Penalties of imprisonment for the commission of trafficking crimes 

that are commensurate with those for other serious crimes, such as 
rape or kidnapping.
• A mandate setting forth clear roles and responsibilities for relevant 

government agencies or ministries, including with respect to inter-
ministerial coordination of anti-trafficking policies.



What can we do as individuals to 
help stop trafficking ?



See Something, Say Something Campaign




